
YEAR 2 SATS 
INFORMATION FOR 

PARENTS



Aims of the Session
◦ To have an understanding of how children are assessed at the end 

of the key stage;
◦ To have an understanding of the SATs in Year 2;
◦ To gain an insight into the expected standard at the end of Year 2;
◦ To see examples of the tests;
◦ To gain ideas on how to support your child.



How are pupils assessed?
◦At the end of KS1, all pupils are assessed in English -
Reading, English - Writing, Mathematics and Science using 
the Teacher Assessment Frameworks.

◦ The SATs (The Standard Assessment Tests) are used to 
assess the progress of every individual against national 
standards and support teachers’ judgements. 
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English reading  

Using the English reading framework 

• The three standards in this framework contain a number of ‘pupil can’ statements. To 
judge that a pupil is working at a standard in English reading, teachers need to have 
evidence which demonstrates that the pupil meets all of the statements within that 
standard. 

• The evidence informing a teacher’s judgement must include the statutory end-of-key 
stage 1 English reading test, which does not focus solely on the key aspects in this 
framework but will provide evidence to support the judgement overall and assess the 
broader curriculum. A pupil’s answers to specific questions in the test, or any other 
test, may also provide evidence that pupils have met certain statements. 

Working towards the expected standard 
The pupil can: 

• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the common graphemes 
for all 40+ phonemes* 

• read accurately some words of two or more syllables that contain the same grapheme-
phoneme correspondences (GPCs)* 

• read many common exception words.* 

In a book closely matched to the GPCs as above, the pupil can:  
• read aloud many words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending  
• sound out many unfamiliar words accurately. 

In a familiar book that is read to them, the pupil can: 
• answer questions in discussion with the teacher and make simple inferences. 

Working at the expected standard 
 The pupil can: 

• read accurately most words of two or more syllables  
• read most words containing common suffixes* 
• read most common exception words.* 

In age-appropriate1  books, the pupil can: 
• read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently 

to allow them to focus on their understanding rather than on decoding individual words2 
• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation. 

In a book that they can already read fluently, the pupil can: 
• check it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading 
• answer questions and make some inferences  
• explain what has happened so far in what they have read. 

* Teachers should refer to the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1) to exemplify the 
words that pupils should be able to read as well as spell. 
1 Teachers should compare the books that their pupils read with those provided for the key stage 1 reading test 
developed by STA. The sources for the reading test are listed in the copyright acknowledgements in published 
key stage 1 test materials. 
2 Approximately 90 words per minute is a good indicator of when children start to read with sufficient fluency to 
focus on their understanding, but some pupils read slower than this while still being able to do so. 
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Working at greater depth within the expected standard 

The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently: 
• make inferences 
• make a plausible prediction about what might happen on the basis of what has been 

read so far 
• make links between the book they are reading and other books they have read. 

 

  

Teacher Assessment 
Framework English -

Reading
`The Framework for Assessment has been 
produced to support teachers judgements 
and contains three standards:
• working towards the expected standard
• working at the expected standard
• working at greater depth within the 
expected standard 

Pupils that do not meet the ‘working 
towards’ standard are assessed against a 
Pre-Key Stage 1 standard.



Assessment Area Paper 1 Paper 2

English - Reading
Paper 1
20 marks 

Approx. 30 minutes

Paper 2
20 marks 

Approx. 30 minutes

English – Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling

Paper 1
Spelling Test

20 marks
Approx. 15 minutes

Paper 2
Grammar & Punctuation

20 marks
Approx. 20 minutes

Maths

Paper 1
Arithmetic 
25 marks

Approx. 25 minutes

Paper 2
Reasoning
35 marks

Approx. 35 minutes



English - Reading



English - Reading
◦ Paper 1 – the text and questions are combined;

◦ Paper 2 - comprises a reading booklet of more challenging texts. Children will 
write their answers in a separate booklet 

◦ All pupils will be given the opportunity to complete both papers. Each paper 
should take around 30 minutes, but children will not be strictly timed, as the tests 
are not intended to assess children’s ability to work at speed. 

◦ The texts in the reading papers will cover a range of fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry, and will get progressively more difficult towards the end of the test. 
Teachers will have the option to stop the test at any point that they feel is 
appropriate for a particular child.



English - Reading
◦ There will be a variety of question types: 

◦ Multiple choice 

◦ Ranking/ordering e.g. Number the events below to show in which order they 
happened in the story 

◦ Matching e.g. Match the character to the job that they do in the story 

◦ Labelling e.g. Label the text to show the title 

◦ Find and copy e.g. Find and copy one word that shows what the weather was 
like in the story 

◦ Literal understanding (short answer) e.g. What does the bear eat? 

◦ Inference e.g. Why did Lucy write the letter to her grandmother? Give two 
reasons 



Paper 1 Multiple Choice



Paper 1



Paper 2



Inference

Word Meanings



English – Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling



English – Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
◦ Children take two separate papers;
◦ Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test taking 

approximately 15 minutes 
◦ Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary test of approximately 18 
questions. This will involve a mixture of 
selecting the right answers e.g. through 
multiple choice and writing short answers. 

The questions will be read to the children. 



Paper 1 – Spelling Test



Paper 2 – Grammar and Punctuation



Paper 2 – Grammar and Punctuation



Mathematics



Mathematics

◦ Paper 1 is for arithmetic, lasting approximately 25 minutes and worth 25 marks. It 
covers calculation methods for all operations. No resources can be used, e.g. no 
number square, number line, etc.

◦ Paper 2 covers problem solving, reasoning and mathematical fluency, lasts for 
approximately 35 minutes and is worth 35 marks. The only resource the children can 
use is a 30cm ruler.

Pupils will still require calculation skills and questions will be varied including multiple 
choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or drawing a shape. Some 
questions will also require children to show or explain their working out.



Maths Paper 1: 
Arithmetic



Maths Paper 2: 
Reasoning



MATHS	Reasoning
MATHS	Reasoning

Maths Paper 
2: Reasoning



Writing



Writing
• The children do not sit a test 

for writing. 
• Teachers will use a range of 

samples of the children’s 
writing from across the 
curriculum to assess 
achievement against a 
Teacher Assessment 
Framework. 



How to Help Your Child
◦ First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 

worry about and that they should always just try their best. Praise and 
encourage.

◦ Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school. 
◦ Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) 

they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion). 

◦Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every 
morning! 



How to Help Your Child with Reading 
Listening to your child read can take many forms: 

◦ First and foremost, focus on developing an enjoyment and love of reading. 

◦ Continue reading with your child daily, focusing on comprehension – question your child 
about the text - discuss the plot, the characters, settings, their feelings and actions, how it 
makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have their own 
opinion, check they understand vocabulary and can identify hidden messages (reading 
between the lines). 

◦ Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet or an app on 
a phone or tablet.

◦ All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides

◦ Visit the local library - it’s free!



How to Help Your Child with Writing 
◦ Support your child with their spelling by helping them to develop their knowledge of spelling 

patterns and to learn the spelling of common exception words. 

◦ You can support your child’s understanding of grammar by encouraging them to use the correct 
tense and by using grammatical terms such as noun, verb, adjective and adverb. 

◦ Encourage your child to write increasingly complex sentences using adjectives, adverbs and 
conjunctions such as because, but, so, when etc. 

◦ Support your children to use full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks and 
commas accurately in writing. 

◦ Encourage the use of a dictionary to check spelling or use a computer for word processing, which 
will allow for editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing out. 

◦ Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when reading 
(e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation). 

◦ Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes! 



How to Help Your Child with Maths 
◦ Support your child with the learning of mathematical vocabulary and number facts such as the 

2, 5 and 10 times tables, doubles and halves to 20 and number bonds. 

◦ Using and applying is a key focus so encourage children to use known number facts and 
methods to solve problems. 

◦ Encourage your children to show their thinking or working out when completing a maths 
problem. 

◦ Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards. Play 
times tables games. 

◦ Encourage opportunities for telling the time on an analogue clock to the nearest 5 minutes. 

◦ Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or calculating 
change when shopping. 

◦ Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home. 

◦ Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes. 


